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NEWS RELEASE
GOAL OF DAYTON PEACE ACCORDS ANNIVERSARY:
A PLAN TO RETURN OWNERSHIP TO THE BOSNIAN PEOPLE
DAYTON, Ohio- Resolute from the start to make it more than a "birthday
celebration," Bruce Hitchner says this year's Dayton Peace Accords commemoration will focus
on "giving back ownership" to the Bosnian people.
"We're going to look at ways in which we can, over the next three to five years, shift the
process more quickly and efficiently to the Bosnians," says Hitchner, organizer of a series of
anniversary events on Nov. 11-13 and director of the Center for International Programs at the
University of Dayton. "The goal is to give them more responsibility and autonomy while
downplaying the international community's role."
The heart of the commemoration, now in its fourth year, is a two-day, closed-door
workshop titled "The Dayton Peace Accords: The Next Phase of Implementation," which will
be held at the Dayton Convention Center on Friday and Saturday, Nov. 12-13. The event will
bring together leaders of Bosnia and Herzegovina, international dignitaries, U.S. State
Department officials and others involved in the implementation of the Bosnian peace process.
President Alija Izetbegovic, co-chair of the presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina; Haris
Silajdzic, co-chair of the council of ministers; and Muhammed Sacirbey, ambassador of Bosnia
and Herzegovina to the United Nations, are among those attending. U.S. ambassadors have
also agreed to participate.
Hitchner and other participants hope the workshop results in a plan to spur integration
among the three major ethnic groups that share the region and reduce the role of international
peacekeeping forces and humanitarian groups.
"We want Bosnia to remain at peace," says Hitchner. "And we want it to remain
confident. But the Bosnians must be allowed to work through this process more rapidly and
effectively. The goal is to create an atmosphere where they can move forward."
Democracy, ethnicity and nationalism on a global level also will be discussed
during the conference, Hitchner says.
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Each year since the 1995 Dayton Peace Accords- which ended the Bosnian war- the
University of Dayton has sponsored a workshop examining a particular

aspe~t

of the peace

agreement. last year participants discussed ideas to promote lasting peace in the Balkans and
then presented them in a study to NATO.
The event will have a ceremonial side. A black-tie dinner honoring the three Bosnian
presidents is set for 6:30p.m. Friday, Nov. 12, at the Crown Plaza Hotel, and a joint concert by
the Sarajevo and Dayton Philharmonic orchestras will take place at 8 p .m. Saturday, Nov. 13,
at Memorial Hall.
In addition, Dayton-area families will host 12 high school students and three teachers
from Sarajevo for nearly two weeks. The students will attend classes at local high schools and
participate in a Nov. 10-12 conference at the Dayton Art Institute called "Dreams, Fears and
Hopes of our Lives." They will use Oakwood author Trudy Krisher's award-winning book, Spite

Fences, which deals with tensions in the South at the brink of the civil rights movement, to
explore racial and ethnic conflicts, reconciliation and peace. Krisher is a writing instructor at the
University of Dayton.
Given the 2000 elections in Bosnia and the U.S., this year's event is especially poignant,
Hitchner says. "This may be the last opportunity to keep politics out of it, and for everyone to
come up with a policy approach to keep the process moving forward."
He adds that Dayton remains an ideal site in which to revisit the now four-year-old
treaty.
"Dayton, by virtue of namesake, has a moral obligation to see the peace process
through," says Hitchner, chair of the Dayton Peace Accords Project, a nonprofit group
dedicated to promoting the goals of the accords. "This, for me, has never been just a 'feel-good
event,' but an opportunity to do something that will bring lasting peace in the region. The people
of Dayton have embraced this with all their hearts."
Sponsoring the event with the University of Dayton are the Dayton Arts, Culture and
Peace Organization; the Dayton Council of World Affairs; the American Air Force Association;
and the Dayton Peace Accords Project.
In four years, the people, businesses, civic and educational institutions of the Dayton
area, under the umbrella of the Dayton Peace Accords Project, have initiated numerous
programs to assist in the reconstruction and development of Bosnia. They include student
exchange programs, job-shadowing programs and the establishment of a sister city agreement
between Dayton and .Sarajevo.
- 30For media interviews, contact Bruce Hitchner at (937) 229-3652 or via e-mail at
hitchner@trinity.udayton.edu.

